I am the vine; you are the branches.
Whoever abides in me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit,
for apart from me you can do nothing.
John 15:5

Confirmation
May 17, 2017

Youth of the Cross is the youth ministry of Church of the Cross.
Our mission is to establish a welcoming community where people
Encounter Christ
Are Changed by Christ
Introduce Christ to others
1) We emphasize building strong biblical worldviews, so that the
youth not only understand the Bible, but understand and live in the
world through the lens of Scripture.
2) We focus on prayer and worship as vital components of
Christian living, and strive to grow in our practice and understanding of both.
3) We serve both in our Churches and in the community, using our
gifts, talents, and time for God's purposes.
4) We value and support strong, healthy relationships between
youth, their peers, and adults that help to encourage and challenge
these youth in their faith.
Confirmation is a very important component of our youth ministry
and we're very excited to see these youth take this step in their
faith. Ultimately, Confirmation is about three things. 1) The confirmand standing before the Church and renewing their baptismal
vows, affirming their faith and commitment to following Christ.
2) The Church supporting the confirmands by affirming the work
of God in their lives. 3) The confirmands receiving the laying on of
hands from the Bishop, who prays for the ongoing empowerment
of the Holy Spirit in their lives, and calls them to give their lives to
the mission fo the Church--proclaiming in all things the good news
of Jesus Christ.
The Confirmation Class is designed to give the youth time to
consider their faith and take more ownership of it, grow in
maturity and understanding, and to begin acting out their faith
with others in new, fuller ways. This is done through considerable
time spent studying the Scriptures to understand the over-arching
story of the Bible, by learning about core doctrines and practices,
by practicing spiritual disciplines, and by meeting with sponsors
who talk and pray with them.
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Celebrant: The Lord will pour out his Spirit upon all flesh,
People: And your sons and daughters shall prophesy.
Celebrant: Your old men shall dream dreams,
People: and your young men shall see visions.
Celebrant: You shall know that the Lord is in the midst of Israel,
People: that he is the Lord and there is none else.
Celebrant: And it shall come to pass
People: that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
Joel 2:27-28, 32; Acts 2:17, 21

All Creatures of Our God and King
Verse 1
All creatures of our God and King
Lift up your voice and with us sing
Alleluia alleluia
Thou burning sun with golden beam
Thou silver moon with softer gleam
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia

Verse 3
And all ye men of tender heart
Forgiving others take your part
O sing ye alleluia
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear
Praise God and on Him cast your care
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia

Verse 2
Thou rushing wind that art so strong
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along
O praise Him alleluia
Thou rising morn in praise rejoice
Ye lights of evening find a voice
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia

Verse 4
Let all things their Creator bless
And worship Him in humbleness
O praise Him alleluia
Praise praise the Father praise the Son
And praise the Spirit Three in One
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia
St. Francis of Assisi / William Henry Draper
© Public Domain

Thy Mercy My God
Verse 1
Thy mercy my God is the theme of my song
The joy of my heart and the boast of my tongue
Thy free grace alone from the first to the last
Hath won my affections and bound my soul fast
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Verse 2
Without Thy sweet mercy I could not live here
Sin soon would reduce me to utter despair
But through Thy free goodness my spirits revive
And He that first made me still keeps me alive
Hallelujah hallelujah
Verse 3
Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart
Dissolved by Thy goodness I fall to the ground
And weep for the praise of the mercy I found
Hallelujah hallelujah
Verse 4
Great Father of mercies Thy goodness I own
And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son
All praise to the Spirit whose whisper divine
Seals mercy and pardon and righteousness mine
Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah
Isaac Watts | John Stocker | Sandra McCracken
© 2001 Same Old Dress Music (Admin. by Music Services)
CCLI License No. 2536246

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray:
Grant, Almighty God, that we, who have been redeemed from the old life of sin
by our baptism into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, may be
renewed in your Holy Spirit, and live in righteousness and true holiness; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Word of Godi
Jeremiah 31:31-34
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant
that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring
them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their
husband, declares the Lord. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within them,
and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my
31
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people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother,
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember
their sin no more.”
The Holy Bible, ESV

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 139:1-12
O Lord, you have searched me and known me!
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
3
You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4
Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.
5
You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is high; I cannot attain it.
7
Where shall I go from your Spirit?
Or where shall I flee from your presence?
8
If I ascend to heaven, you are there!
If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!
9
If I take the wings of the morning
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
10
even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me.
11
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light about me be night,”
12
even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is bright as the day,
for darkness is as light with you.
1
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The Holy Bible, ESV

Leader and People:
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen

Ephesians 4:7, 11-16
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But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.
6

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and
teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body
of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the
waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up
in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body,
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each
part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
11

The Holy Bible, ESV

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia

(please stand)

At the Gospel reading, we stand and the Scripture is read in the midst of the
congregation as a way to honor the truth that in Christ God became flesh and
dwelt among us.
Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, Alleluia, sing praise to his name
					

		

Donald Fishel

Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark.
People: Glory to you Lord Christ.

Mark 12:28-34
And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another,
and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the
most important of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There
is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 And the scribe said to him,
“You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other
besides him. 33 And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding
and with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as oneself, is much more
than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 And when Jesus saw that he
answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And
after that no one dared to ask him any more questions.
28

The Holy Bible, ESV
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Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you Lord Christ.
Repeat the Alleluia

Homily
Rev. Peter Berg & Pam Keske
Poems: Five Dialogues on the Two Great Commandments
Adapted from Parable and Paradox, by Malcolm Guite

Charge
Rt. Rev. Stewart Ruch

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates
Jack Lewis Bailey

Cora Grace Nelson

Corrie Hesed Bascom

Benjamin Robert Nichols

Isabelle Grace Bixby

Natalie Grace Nichols

Claire Noel Carlson

Melissa Frances Peterson

Rachel Grecia Galyon

Cyrus John Ruch

Aleah Margaret Keske

Karsten Emanuel SkoglundAnderson

Alithea Grace Keuning

Eden Ann Wilhelm

Aidan Joel Kingsbury

Grette Baiqi Yang
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Bishop: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?
Candidate: I do.
Bishop: Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
Candidate: I do, and with God's grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.
Bishop: Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these
persons in their life in Christ?
People: We will.
Bishop: Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and
renew our own baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant
Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father?
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People: I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent
and return to the Lord.
People: I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People: I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself?
People: I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the
dignity of every human being?
People: I will, with God’s help.
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Prayers for the Candidates
Bishop: Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their
commitment to Christ.
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Send them into the world in witness to your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Bishop: Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your
Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that
by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in
these your servants the covenant you have made with them at their Baptism.
Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you set before
them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Confirmation
Bishop: Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these
your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the
knowledge and obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and
dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peacei
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
As we remember the peace that we have been given with God through his forgiveness, we
also remember that He has made us at peace with one another. That is why we “exchange
the peace.” You may say “The peace of the Lord” to those around you, or just say “Hello.”
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The Holy Communioni
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing...
...Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels, and
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
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Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father...
...Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father...
...All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.
Celebrant and People:
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
Celebrant: And now, as our savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say
together,
Celebrant and People:
Our Father, who art in Heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
You will be dismissed by row to receive communion. As you come forward you will first be given a
piece of bread, which you may eat upon receiving. Gluten-free wafers are available for those with
diet restrictions. If you would prefer a wafer, please let the person serving bread know.
After eating the bread, you may receive either from the larger chalice, which has wine in it; or from
the tray of smaller cups which are filled with grape juice.
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All Who Are Thirsty
We sing
Come Lord Jesus come
Come Lord Jesus come
Come Lord Jesus come
Come Lord Jesus come

All who are thirsty
All who are weak
Come to the fountain
Dip your heart in the stream of life
Let the pain and the sorrow
Be washed away
In the waves of His mercy
As deep cries out to deep

Holy Spirit come
Holy Spirit come
Holy Spirit come
Holy Spirit come
Brenton Brown / Glenn Robertson
© 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by
Music Services)
CCLI License No. 2536246

Take My Life and Let It Be
Verse 5
Take my love my Lord I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store
Take myself and I will be
Ever only all for Thee
Ever only all for Thee

Verse 1
Take my life and let it be
Consecrated Lord to Thee
Take my moments and my days
Let them flow in ceaseless praise
Let them flow in ceaseless praise
Verse 2
Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee
Swift and beautiful for Thee
Verse 3
Take my voice and let me sing
Always only for my King
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee
Filled with messages from Thee
Verse 4
Take my will and make it Thine
It shall be no longer mine
Take my heart it is Thine own
It shall be Thy royal throne
It shall be Thy royal throne

Frances Ridley Havergal |
Henri Abraham Cesar Malan
© Public Domain
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Psalm 62
Verse 1
My soul finds rest in God alone
My rock and my salvation
A fortress strong against my foes
And I will not be shaken
Though lips may bless and hearts may curse
And lies like arrows pierce me
I'll fix my heart on righteousness
I'll look to Him who hears me

Verse 3
I'll set my gaze on God alone
And trust in Him completely
With ev'ry day pour out my soul
And He will prove His mercy
Though life is but a fleeting breath
A sigh too deep to measure
My King has crushed the curse of death
And I am His forever

Chorus
O praise Him hallelujah
My Delight and my Reward
Everlasting never failing
My Redeemer my God

(Bridge)
O praise Him O praise Him
Hallelujah hallelujah
O praise Him O praise Him
Hallelujah Hallelujah
O praise Him O praise Him
Hallelujah hallelujah

Verse 2
Find rest my soul in God alone
Amid the world's temptations
When evil seeks to take a hold
I'll cling to my salvation
Though riches come and riches go
Don't set your heart upon them
The fields of hope in which I sow
Are harvested in heaven

Aaron Keyes | Stuart Townend
© 2007 Thankyou Music
Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)
CCLI License # 2536246

Celebrant and People:
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant: The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you,
and remain with you always. Amen.
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All Glory Be to Christ
Verse 1
Should nothing of our efforts stand
No legacy survive
Unless the Lord does raise the house
In vain its builders strive
To you who boast tomorrow’s gain
Tell me what is your life
A mist that vanishes at dawn
All glory be to Christ

Verse 2
His will be done His kingdom come
On earth as is above
Who is Himself our daily bread
Praise Him the Lord of love
Let living water satisfy
The thirsty without price
We’ll take a cup of kindness yet
All glory be to Christ

Chorus
All glory be to Christ our king
All glory be to Christ
His rule and reign we’ll ever sing
All glory be to Christ

Verse 3
When on the day the great I Am
The faithful and the true
The Lamb who was for sinners slain
Is making all things new
Behold our God shall live with us
And be our steadfast light
And we shall e're his people be
All glory be to Christ
Dustin Kensrue
© 2012 We Are Younger We Are Faster Music
(Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
CCLI License # 2536246

Leader: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Please join us downstairs for a reception.
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Staff
Christian Ruch - Rector
christian@ofthecross.org
Peter Berg - Deacon, Pastor of Youth and Adult Ministries
peter@ofthecross.org
Annie Birtcil - Office Manager
annie@ofthecross.org
Andrea Lang - Pastor of Children's & Family Ministry
andrea@ofthecross.org
Andene O'Neil - Pastor of Worship Ministry
andene@ofthecross.org
Rick Stawarz - Deacon, Pastor of Connecting & Outreach
rick@ofthecross.org
Cheryl Witham - Deacon, Pastor of Formation
cheryl@ofthecross.org

Vestry
Staci Carroll
staci.carroll@gmail.com
Sam Hamer
SHamer@carlsoncaspers.com
Jamie Kaihoi
jamiekaihoi@gmail.com
Helen Keuning
helen.keuning@gmail.com
Rodney Nelson
rnelson@rivertreeschool.org
Justin Tennison
justin@pulsemovement.com

Church of the Cross
201 9th Ave. North
Hopkins, MN 55343
952-933-3686
www.ofthecross.org
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